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A Trip Back in Time That’s Fun for the Whole Family
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- And More!

ON THE HISTORIC NARROW-GAUGE
SUMPTER VALLEY RAILROAD

Trains Run on Select Weekends and Holidays 

- Memorial Day Weekend through the end of September - 
Information and Reservations at
-  SumpterValleyRailroad.org  -
Contact the Sumpter Depot at 541-894-2268 

Make your reservations online, and find more 
information at www.sumptervalleyrailroad.org

The McEwen Depot of the Sumpter Valley Railroad is located 23 miles 
southwest of Baker City on Oregon Highway 7. Sumpter Station is 
located on the Austin Street access road of the Dredge State Heritage 
Area in Sumpter, and is approximately 6 miles from McEwen. Plan on 
40 minutes to reach McEwen from Baker City. 

Building to Preserve Local History 
The colorful history of the Sumpter Valley 
Railway begins in 1890, when construction of 
the narrow-gauge steam-powered line began in 
Baker City. Built mainly to haul timber, the 
tracks reached McEwen in 1892, and on to the 
gold mining town of Sumpter in 1896. At its 
height the original Sumpter Valley Railway 
stretched over 80 miles to Prairie City and was 
a vital part of the settlement and development 
of the Eastern Oregon region it served. 
However, business declined in the 1930’s and by 
1947 most of the railway had been abandoned. 

In 1971, a small group of dedicated volunteers set out to save what 
was left of this beloved icon of Eastern Oregon. For over forty years 
the Sumpter Valley Railroad Restoration, Inc. has been dedicated to 
rebuilding this remnant of the past for the enjoyment and education 
of future generations. Since the first excursion train pulled out of 
McEwen station in 1976, an almost all volunteer staff has rebuilt over 
six miles of rail line, fully restored two original steam locomotives, 
refurbished numerous pieces of rolling stock, and constructed all the 
facilities it takes to run a railroad. 

Today this rich history comes to life aboard the vintage trains as you 
travel through the heart of gold and timber country in the scenic 

Sumpter Valley. Running on the 
reconstructed “gold rush extension” 
between McEwen and the historic 
mining town of Sumpter, it’s a 
guarantee that the whole family will 
enjoy this relaxing trip back   without 
having to leave the comfort of the 
present. Round trips range between 
two and two and a half hours with 
layovers at either end. One-way trips 
take about forty-five minutes. 

Well behaved pets are welcome with a restraint for their safety, and 
can ride the train on a leash or lap. 

http://www.sumptervalleyrailroad.org
http://www.sumptervalleyrailroad.org

